
Everyone in this business needs ear protection at some time or other. I have 
several sets of Etymotic ETTY musicians earplugs (under $15), one in my car, 
one in my garage for when I crank up the lawn mower or leaf blower, one in my 
field tool kit, and a set in my trade show tote bag for those too-loud concerts. At 
70 years old, I still have pretty good hearing, but then I really don’t expose myself 
to loud noises very often, musical or otherwise. Some aren’t so cautious or lucky. 
There are better ear plugs, custom fitted for the best rejection, and those rolled-
up foam plugs, while wreaking havoc with the frequency response will protect 
you in an emergency.  
 

But Etymotic’s Music●PRO electronic 
earplugs is something new and 
different. These consist of a 
microphone, a DSP compressor, 
amplifier, and high definition driver. 
Rather than simply block or filter the 
incoming sound, the attenuation 
increases gradually as the sound level 
increases. There are two modes, 
Natural Hearing with nominal15 dB of 
SPL reduction, and Enhanced Hearing 

with 9 dB of SPL reduction. In the Enhanced mode, there’s actually 6 dB of gain 
below 70 dB SPL, which is where the compressor threshold is set. Between 70 
and 85 dB SPL, the output is compressed with a 2:1 ratio. Compression is off 
(1:1 ratio) between  about 85 and 105 dB SPL, holding the attenuation at 15 dB. 
At 105 dB (110 dB for the 9 dB mode). hard limiting kicks in, holding the SPL at 
your ear between 105 and 110 dB. A tiny switch selects the mode (it’s weird 
when you have each ear on a different mode!) and they’re powered by a hearing 
aid battery. There’s no on/off switch so battery life is 2-3 weeks. When the 
battery dies, the plug acts like 25 dB attenuator all the time, so you’re still 
protected, but perhaps more than you need be. 
 
How do they sound? Well, the jury is still out on that here. At the press demo, 
they had a small Fender Passport system in a hotel room and were trying to get it 
up to better than 100 dB SPL where it sounded pretty bad with or without the ear 
plugs. I haven’t been to a loud concert (nor mowed my lawn or blew some 
leaves) since AES, but at an outdoor speaker demo during the show, I compared 
them to my cheap ETTY plugs and honestly didn’t hear too much difference, but 
then it wasn’t really loud. Hopefully I’ll have a better opportunity to give them a 
workout before the company asks for them back.  
 
At $400, it’s a tough decision. The Music●PRO plugs use stock earpieces 
(there’s a wide selection in the kit) so there’s no need to visit to an audiologist for 
a fitting. This offsets the cost somewhat, but then you need to feed them 
electrons and, if you don’t use them every day, you’ll need to keep some fresh 



batteries handy, though hearing aid batteries can be found at nearly any drug or 
grocery store, should you need a fresh charge on the way to a gig.  
http://www.etymotic.com/hp/mp915.html 
 


