
AES 2016 Notes 
 
Samar Microphones brought two new mics to the show, one a stereo ribbon mic 
reminiscent of the B&O and Royer stereo mics, only this one has the two 
elements stacked much closer together than those other mics. This minimizes 
the phase difference between the two mics of the stereo pair. The other new mic 
is a single pattern cardioid condenser with a conically shaped “acoustic lens” 
above and below the capsule that’s intended to diffuse reflections inside the 
enclosure.  
 
Audio Technica introduced a new multi-purpose miniature cardioid condenser 
instrument clip-on mic system, the  ATM-350a. Six different mounting 
configurations tailor it for brass, woodwinds, piano, strings, drums, and 
percussion. A-T also announced a new US subsidiary company, Alteros, 
dedicated to high end touring wireless mic systems operating in the 6 gHz band 
and using new digital technology. 
 
Tama (the drum manufacturer) introduced a new product line, Tama Iron Works, 
showing two new mic stands. From arm’s length, these look pretty much like the 
common K&M tripod base booms stands but with a few clever twists. The Iron 
Works Studio and Iron Works Tour are designed for studio and live work 
respectively, with the Tour model being a little more conventional and a little 
lighter, as well as being about 25% cheaper. The Studio model uses a stack of 
steel disks in the boom arm swivel locking assembly as opposed to the more 
common “rubber tire” friction washers used in the Studio model (as well as most 
other similar-appearing stands). The studio model has heavier legs and vibration 
isolation tips.  
 
Focusrite introduced the RED 8 Pre, an 8-preamp version of their previously 
released RED 4 Pre. Taking advantage of Avid’s un-bundling of Pro Tools HD 
software and hardware, Focusrite added dual DigiLink I/O to connect the RED 8  
directly to a Pro Tools HD system, complimenting the pair of Thunderbolt ports 
as used on the RED 4.  
 
Wackiest appearing new product this year is from Neat Microphones, no stranger 
to the wacky. The Beehive is a D/A converter and headphone amplifier built into 
a conical base in the traditional Neat yellow and black color scheme, with a tube 
in a clear plastic housing on top. It’s not clear where the tube appears in the 
circuit, but they claim to use no capacitors in the output stage, which suggests 
that the tube may be between the D/A converter and the stage that drives the 
headphones. 
 
RackFX is a new company with an interesting concept. They have collection of 
analog signal processing gear that they’ve modified with motor drives for the 
knobs and solenoids to push the buttons. The idea is that, with the aid of an 
application that you run on your local computer, you choose the processing 



device and its settings, then upload the audio file you want to have processed, 
along with a file that tells the motors and solenoids where to set the knobs and 
switches for your desired settings. They then play the file through the processor, 
digitize the processor output, and send the file back to you. Since it’s quite a 
ways away from a real time process, it begs the question “how do I know how to 
set the knobs?” Their suggestion is to upload a short version of the file with some 
trial settings, listen to what comes back, and then tweak it if necessary before 
uploading the full file. My suggestion is to either partner with a plug-in software 
developer or write something of their own that simulates a fairly good 
approximation of the device your audio will be running through so you can use 
that to develop your settings.  
 
Something that they didn’t mention when I talked with them at the booth (I 
discovered this reading over their brochure) is that they’re planning to develop 
this concept into a communal project. You will be able to buy the knob twiddlers, 
button pushers, and magic box that sends the settings to the device, install them 
on your own hardware, and, in essence, rent out your hardware to process files 
coming in from the field. That sounds a little spooky to me, but I suppose that for 
a serious gear junkie who has a lot of equipment that remains idle much of the 
time, it could be a way to feed the habit.  
 
   
  


